be odious nature of UNEAITHFULNESS tn general, 
with ſome particular aggravations of its guilt, 
and preſervatives from it. 
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Ps 41M CI. OT. 


-I hate the fins of unfaichfulneſe there ſhall 


210 fuch cleave unto me, 


Is Pfalm, in its whole tenor, very happily 
expreſſeth the character of a prince, whoſe 
conduct was regulated by religious principles; 

l whoſc attention dwelt on the welfare of his 

— 1 ; and who had, with equal wiſdom and juſtice, 

determined to purſue and incourage what might advance, 

to diſcourage and chaſtiſe what might obſtruct, the ge- 
nerous purpoſes of his extenſive beneſicence. He had 

been W (* according to a probable conjecture) by a 

malignant ſuggeſtion, that his profeſſions of favor to the 

faraily of Saul were not leſs infidious than inlincere ; 
deſigned only to draw the g heirs of it into his power, 


that they might fall a prey to his ſecret ennanty and 
| ition. Ws 
amb! "Os n e We 9 4 


2 . Dr. Delany's Life of King David, vol. it. p. 56. 
§ 2 Sam, ix. 11, 12, 13. | 
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In Via een of himſelf from the infamous ſlander, 
he d declareth mercy and judgment, or compaſſionate and 
upright demeanor, to be the entertaining and ruling ſub- 
jects of his thoughts. And, whilſt his thoughts were 
ingaged and duly affected with thoſe virtues ; utterly 
averſe muſt he be from concerting, much more from 
executing, ſchemes of cruelty, under a veil of kindneſs. 
With ſuitable zeal, at the ſame time, doth he reſolve 
to maintain an exemplary integrity; z and threaten every 
known inſtance of impiety and * bens proper 
tokens of his reſentment, 


7 


And, how juſtly that object of his 1 which is 
ſpecifyed in the text, deſerveth to be the object of our 
owh, (whatever our condition, i in life may by we ant 7 
leath, from the confideration, u egen glemaqgard 


enn 
II: E ed 
Fixsr; of its nature and effects, in ee 
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| SECONDLY, of! the axyrevatiies of gt, Ft je” 
| deriveth from ſome'particular circumſtances,” not 5 


monly attending it. 
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And, FI RS, that vinfaichfulneſ 1 5 tele 415 | 
odious, We may learn from its nature and erte in 1vihD 
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Is 


8 general view of its. at PET. awilkay 
viol lation, or negligent diſregard, of ſome lawful ingage- 
ment; 


the Af PT ; held at Stafford. 7 


ee 


ment; either formally ma 85 05 founded, at leaſt, on 
equitable grounds. And, as we are under ſuch ingage- 
ments to our Creator and fellowy- creatures, againſt either 
may the guilt of unfaithfulneſs be incurred. When it 
more directiy teſpecteth God, indeed, it is in the higheſt 
degree abominable: ſeeing fidelity to Him is demanded 
from us, not only by the tenor of our ſolemn vows; but 
even by thoſe antecedent obligations, which commence 
with the gift of our en, and are coextended with 
its continuance, | 
But unfaithfulneſs, as exerciſed towards man, appeat- 
eth to be chiefly intended, in the paſſage under con- 
ſideration. And, in this view of it, we may diſcern 
abundant reaſon to regard it with abhorrence. Our 
Maker," in promotion of His gracious purpoſe, to diſpenſe 
the happineſs, together with the grant, of human life, 
hath appointed, that it ſhould be maintained in ſuch a 
civil union, as implyeth a ſeaſonable interchange of all 
good offices; and mutual exerciſe of all thoſe ſocial vir- 
tues, on which ordinarily dependeth the attainment ol 
what 1 is either convenient or — for us. 


Continually are we ſubje to numerous wants, * 
conſcious of numerous weakneſſes; which no ſober in- 
dividual would ever claim a perpetual ſelf-ſufficiency" to 
ſupply and to ſupport. From reflexion, then, on thei 
potence, the inſecurity, and the grievances of a ſolitary 
* and on the iN ann we are indued, and 

as Lü B 2 „ae able 


v 
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 inabled to infile” Sürtelbes to deflrable "aid, by Freely 
giving it, 4 * do we infer, that the ſocial ſtate is 

the decree of Providence, always willing our real benefit; 
— that the motives, which inforce the culture of that 
Rate, © were interwoven in our very conſtitution, before 
they were promulged amongſt the laws of our Creator. 


Aud, Lang the fruits ariſing from it are univerſally ac- 


ceptable, and generally neceflary ; all men are, in equity, 


' "required to be as ready, according to their reſpective 


abilities, to impart, as all are defirous to reap, them. 


The unfaithful, in the mean time, denying the equita- 
ble obligation, or declining its diſcharge, counteracteth 
the divine intention, in forming us qualifyed' to give 
mutual afliſtance, as well as unqualifyed to ſubſiſt con- 
veniently or "comfortably without it. His-temper may, 


1 therefor, be eſteemed, not ſo properly a diſtinct vice, 


as an ingredient in the violation of every duty, which we 
owe to each other. By oppoſing the circulation of good 
offices, or wilfully failing in their reciprocal performance, 
it tendeth to deſtroy the cement of ſociety: and out of 
the very foundation, on which hopes of the beſt ſervices 
had, not unreaſonably, been built, it cauſeth apprehen- 
lions of the worſt to ſpring. Confidence in ar wnfaith- 


ful man, (as the wiſe king finely obſerveth) ia time of 
trouble, is hike a broken tooth, and a foot out of joint: 
vexatious 5 CR hn piercing pain being the 
Vi immediate 


, * 11982 


* Prov. xxv. 19. 
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immediate cqnſequences gf e n a of 
cps ad lad. „ b „Ig. 


Wich che 3 of ELL; indeed, grievaus 
diſorders, in all the relations and ranks of civil lf muſt 
unavoidably prevail. Io lawful, and the moſt reſpecta- 
ble authority (if it is not rebelliqus, yet) it Pg only 

an extorted and fluctuating ſubmiſſion. Inſtea d of con- 
fn diligence. in the bireling, it produceth the ſab- 
tety of eye-ſeryice, the remiſſneſs of ſloth, and the 
frauds of knavery. Where the punctual execution of a 
truſt is called for; it defeateth hopes of ſatisfaction to the 
call, either by careleſs miſmanagement, or by baſe pur- 
ſuit of ſelfiſh, and ſiniſter, views. Nor is js malignity 
felt only in private grievance, occaſioned by it: it ſome- 
times even diffuſeth public. calamity throughout a nation; 
creating dejection and diſhonor, where, vigor and glory 
bad uſually ſhined;, and ſhutting, up the faireſt proſpeRt 
of victory. over enemies, abe even the appearance of 
an attempt to gain it. 


e 


And, as unfaithfulne6 is regardleſs of DOE the 
moſt: perfect obligations; the exerciſe of thoſe virtues, 
which may, with preſent impunity be neglected, can only 
in vain be ſought, for, within, the ſphere. of its baneful 
influence. Under the melancholy circumſtances of di- 
tres, it, withholding friendly ſeryice and ſeaſonable con- 
Wlan, denyeth every ſweetening ingredient to the bitter 
cup of the afflicted. Calmly can it add weight to thoſe 

burdens 
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| burdens of life, I N ly. plead for alleviation: 
deliberately can it in elt thats ſorrows of the miſerable, 
of the widow and the orphan, Which humanity and 
charity, would equally haſten to diminiſh. ' Juſtly odious, 
then, muſt it appear; as refufing the'' beneficial acts, 
which, from: ſocial creatures, are alternately required ; — 
as practiſing the miſchievous arts, which they are, in Ir 
manner, required to deteſt ; — as ſubverting the grounds 
of mutual confidence,  producin g continual Je louſies, 
ſpreading injuries in proportion to its extent; and ſub- 
ſtituting guile, and Perfidy, and malevolence, in the place 7 
of candid honeſty; ingenuous ſimplicity, and benignity | 
of temper ;, which are ſo earneſtly inculcated by our holy 
religion, and are, certainly, diſtinguiſhing ornaments of 
a reaſonable nature. And if any, notwithſtanding what 
is or might be alledged againſt unfaithfulneſs, can ſtill 
regard it with indifference, or even without abhorrence; 
let ſuch go, and evince by their deportment, that they 5 
are not offended with it; when, in any intereſtin 8 caſe, 
it is exerciſed in themſelves. 


[7 


But though, upon a general view of its malignant na- 
ture and pernicious effects, it is, with the greateſt pro- 
priety, pronounced odious; yet ſhall we find its odiouſneſs | 
very highly inhanced, whilſt we attend, 


SECONDLY, to ſome particular circumſtances, where. 
with it is, not Lee ares CO. 


Il. Ong ; 
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u. 7. of thoſe circumſtances is an As pr ug 
felon of friendly and beneficent intentions. Highly 
commendable, indeed, is u ſpirit of beneficence, or a 
ſincere diſpoſition to do good. And, when 1 is fi nifyed 
by terms, which import peculiar kindneſs; it 'appeareth 
intitled to a ſuitable eſteem, : and grateful acknowledg- 4 
ment. But, when the ſpecious pretences are only "= 
caſionally and treacherouſly made; when the law"; bi 
as it were, of the moſt innoxious animal is aſſumed, for 
the fake of infuſing the venom of the moſt Als, 
without any, or with leſs, ſuſpicion; what had deen 
called a beneficent or friendly mind; loſeth, at once, its T 
nature and its name; and degenerateth into the wenden 
of infamous craft, and the malignity of dangetous per- 
fd, . IIll deſigns, profeſſed, alarm our cattion, and put 
us upon our guard: and from the ahn or Arat, 
projected by an open enemy, ſecurity may Cacceſsfully; | 
ſometimes, be ſought 1 in retirement, or prudent methods 
of defence. But, in walking or maintaining familiar i in- 


rg av With . . fer. diſguiſed under the ma 
Pa, 


os 


of fr rien we walk, as it were, on fire, "concealed under 


S yis 


materi; als of harmleſs, appearance; and, whilft our oY _ 


had feemed to be fafely; taken, continually are We in- 
dangered by the latent deceit. 
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Though che wog which fall from days the ins” 
faithful, % ſnoother than oil, —gliding ſoftly, with agree- 
able ſ ound, into the ear; yet, at length, will experience 


declare them very ſwords,—not leſs fatal in their tendency, 
than 
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than | in their. utterance they were fair, Againſt the au- 
thors of them, ſecretly conducting their iniquitous 
ſchemes, no defence being ſuppoſed neceſſary, none is 
uſually provided. © And, thus proceeding unſuſpected at 
leaſt, if not. treated even with the unguarded frankneſs of 
confidence; they too frequently accompliſh ſome mif- 
chievous delign, before they had been thought capable of 
forming it. In this inſtance of unfaithfulneſs, its odiouſ- 
neſs is greatly aggravated by 1 the acceſſion of that fraudu- 
lent. diſſimulation, which exhibiteth a falſe light, with 
intention to. miſlead ; and propoſeth allurements to capti- 
vate the affections of others, that the unfaithful may more 
a gratlly his own, 


But its chief aggravation (which, at this time, will be 
ſufficient to imploy our attention) is derived from im- 
piety adhering to it. Impiety, in a dreadful degree, ad- 
hereth to it, when its concealment is attempted by re- 
courſe to an oath. In ſolemnities, like that, to which our 
preſent aſſembly is owing, (not to mention other occa- 
fions in civil life) the welfare of ſociety requireth the ad- 
miniſtration of an oath, for the diſcovery and confirmation 
of truth. Truth, in regard to facts, is often ſo involved 
in obſcurity, as to demand, —ſo important, as to deferve, 
1 of the ſtricteſt and moſt ſerious ſcrutiny. But, 

unfaithfulneſs lurketh in the breaſts of thoſe, who are 
called to this moſt folemn method of bringiog trath into 
light; the deſign of calling them to it is defeated; their 


oath will not put an end to Prife agreeably to the concur- 
rent 


the Aſixes Bel at &. taſford. 13 
rent appointment of dine and buman authority; neither 


will it conduce to evince the certain of facts; on the 
knowledg of which, the moſt valuable poſſeffions and 
injoyments in life may ſometimes del pend. Far from an- 

ſwering theſe good purpoſes, the cat will be perverted 
into an inſtrument of conveying falſe perſuaſiciis into the 

minds of Judges, and others intereſted in the deciſion of 
conteſted points. And, whilſt any falſe perſuaſion is 

entertained by them; they are not only hindered from act. 

ing up to the intention, equally of their offices, and of 
their own hearts; but even miſled to pronourice ſentences: 
directly contrary to it. This obſtrachon of Juſtice,” and 
ſubſerviency to iniquity, being the immediate effects of 
falſe teſtimony upon oath; very grievous muſt the guilt 
of unfaithfulneſs, in this caſe, be confeſſed,” as well as very 
pernicious to ſociety. From the evil deer it unhappily 

transferreth terror to them, wh df wbel; and leaveth the 
rights and properties, the liberties and lives of the better 
part « of men, expoſed t to deſtruction, by the rapacious ava 


rice, the malicious cruelty, or the wat: er of the 
1 * ' od FH TETL1ITO Fl ac kT] ' 4 
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Nor les odious and i injurious t Sifaithfulleſs in _— 
ſory, than i in aſſertory, oaths. Promiſes, confirmed with 
an oath, are reaſonably demanded' for ſeveral important 
ends; and, eminently, for the ſecurity of the ſubject's al- 
legiance - the Sovereigh. n. Of violating indeed, or neg- 
lecting, och promiſes, Led ples in this nation (tis pre- 
ſormgd), are no become as Ooh A8 they muſt al- 
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ways have been criminal and, deteſtable. This preſump- 
tion reſteth on à fair foundation, laid in the conduct, as 
well as rightful claim, of our King; in whom, happy 
experience hath taught us to acknowledg the character 
of Father of his people; ſuſtained, at once, with due dig- 
nity; to himſelf, and with ſuitable benefit to them. Faith- 
ful to his ingagements, he hath ever made our conſtitu- 
tion, in Church and State, the rule of his government. 
And, whilſt his many princely virtues have been always 
vigilantly and vigorouſly exerciſed, in protection of his 
ſübjects, from the depredations and inſults. of foreign 
enemies; for the ſupport of domeſtic harmony, and de- 
fence of the perſons and properties of his people, he con- 
tinually ſheweth the moſt tender and prudent concern, (as 
by other ſalutary meaſures, ſo particularly) by providing 
for a regular execution of laws, and impartial admini- 
ſtration of juſtice. This proviſion we find in his appoint- 
ment of ſuch perſons to preſide in his courts of judica- 
ture, as are intitled to veneration, not merely by the au- 
thority, where with they are inveſted; but by their diſtin- 
guiſhed abilities, and diſpoſitions to imploy them, in the 
proſecution of thoſe good purpoſes, for which their au- 
nes character is intended. 


A proper ſenſe of theſe, and many other Ggnal benefits; 
injoyed under his auſpicious” reign, muſt baniſh every in- 
ſtance and degree of unfaithfulneſs to him: From thence, 
at leaſt, we may juſtly conclude, that unfaithfulneſs to 

him, eſpecially when diſclaimed and renounced with the 


ſanction 


the Aus told ar Sid far d. 1 
ſanctiom of an Datch, mult be aggravated, with fuch a load. 
of accumulated guilt; as every ſerious and ingenuous per- 
ſon will IE _— anus and A avoid. 


In the Troy particularly, of Gee n 
ſhould the principles of loyal fidelity, and love of our coun» 


try, be called into vigorous act; whilſt iveterate, deceit- 
ful, and powerful enemies are ſo inraged at the ſeaſonable 
chaſtiſement of their injuſtice and barbatities, as to throw 
off their wonted airs of affected politeneſs, betray the 
outrageous impotence of an inſolent ſpirit, and threaten 
to turn theſe kingdoms into ſeats of war, and ſcenes of 
confuſion and terror, of deſolation and deſtruction. And, 
could they ſucceſsfully execute their menaces; ſoon would 
the vile corruptions of popery pollute the minds of Bri- 
tons, or its unrelenting cruelties ſhed their blood; ſoon 
would the oppreſſive exerciſes of arbitrary power, which 
to our anceſtors were inſupportable, be found EX in- 
ſupportable to their poſterity. | 200 


Far, then, be from us that rory criminal unfaithful- 
neſs, which tendeth to the incouragement of enterprizes, 
formed for the ſubverſion of every valuable poſſeſſion and 
proſpe& upon earth. Whilſt our Sovereign's breaſt is 
filled with due concern for the welfare of his kingdoms, 
may no wickedneſs or weakneſs, no defects in prudence 
or in courage, no unfaithfulneſs in forming, or in exe- 
cuting the important plans of national conduct, continue 
to defeat his hopes of providing effectually for national 

C 2 — 
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ſafety and proſperity ! May: that fidelity, on the con- 
trary, to which we are in gratitude and 8 bound, 
be uniformly and ſteadily ſhewn, by a diligent applica- 
tion of all neceſſary methods, to defend his ſacred per- 
ſon and dominions! On ſuch a procedure, bleſſed with 
the favor of divine Providence, the happineſs of our 
country dependeth. And, as this general benefit is the 
proper ſubject of our common deſires; it ſhould alſo, in 
reaſon, be the ſubject of our common care. 


Having conkdeted the odiouſneſs of unfaithfulneſs in 
general, together with ſome particular aggravations of it; 
the conſiderations may, not improperly, be cloſed with a 
propoſal of means, conducive to create and maintain A 
Juſt abhorrence of it. 


To this end, indeed, a lively perception of ſhame, join- 
ed with concern for a fair reputation, may, in ſome de- 
gree, contribute. Yet theſe, even when combined, will, 
in certain junctures, be found only inſufficient, preca- 
rious preſervatives from unfaithfulneſs. Their efficacy i in 
oppoling 1 it will, too ſurely, ceaſe, in the tempting emer- 
gencies, which offer ſome very inviting advantage to be 
drawn from (what, in the gentle caſuiſtry of the tempted, 
may ſeem) a ſeaſonable deluſion, or convenient uſe of 
craft. The ſhame, which might riſe againſt the firſt ten- 
dencies and temptations to the vice, will, by frequent re- 
turns of the like occaſions, be gradually worn out ; and 
leave the ill-diſpoſed imboldened to proceed, without ap- 
| prehenſion 
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prehenſion of any diſagreeahle conſequences attending de- 
83 if not even with e in the, ,Circumyention of 


the deceived. | 1 
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Concern, again in, fo the : ſupport of a 1255 character 
is, not uncommonl 7. ſeen, gver-ruled b by | e alluring | g force 
of admired, intereſts, oy the i im npetuou violence of preju- 
dice or paſſion; whilſt the perſo n, W 0 18 under theſe 
unhappy influences, can Hatter hi mſelf with hope & of ex- 
erciſing perfidy too ſecretly, to be clearly dcovercd, or, 
at leaſt, expoſed to I N dangerous conviction py legal 
evidence. ee eee f ha ll 


4 The plea of honor, it is true, is familiarly pröllöced 
in the eser claſſes o men, as affording abundant ſe- 
curity from every inſtance of unfaithful practice. But, if 
any diſtinct idea be annexed to the faſhionable term; it 
muſt coincide with the ſenſe of ſhame, and ſolicitude to 
maintain a fair reputation. It will, therefor, Yield no 
permanent guard againſt preſſing inducements to unfaith- 
Fulneſs ; however it may avail, in the common courſe of 


life, to prevent. infinuations of that vice into the 1 more in- 
SI" a aim 
ern minds. 


From theſe uncertain ſupports, then, of unvarying fi- 
delity, our ſearch muſt be extended to ſome morè ſolid 
and ſtable means of keeping up a juſt and durable' hatred 

of unfaithfulneſs. And the means requiſite to this pur- 


poſe, and alone ſufficient for i its accompliſhment, u we ſhall 
; FORTS 2 HUI 091 | 654 
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find in a Tivaly and awful ſenſe of the divine perfektibns. 


Thoſe, in whom that ſenſe prevaileth, will be ever ſtu- 
dious of pleaſing the God of truth, by a conſtant culture | 
of veracity — afraid of diſpleaſing Him, by any deluſive, 
wanton, malicious deviations from it. In all their de- 
meanor, they will approve themſelves benevolent, juſt, 
and candid. By no opportunity, offered in the incaution, 
ignorance, or neceſſitous condition of a neighbor — by no 
tempting ſituation of public or private affairs, will they be 
induced to act a treacherous part. The ſeizure of advan- 
tages, tendered to treachery, they utterly diſdain ; not 
through dread of detection, infamy, and puniſhment from 
human diſcernment and decrees ; but through this per- 
ſuaſion, that their whole deportment is known to the 
Searcher of hearts; in whoſe fight, no falſe colours, no la- 
boured artifices can either avail to palliate unfaithfulneſs, 
or to avert the execution of that judicial ſentence, which 
He ſhall pronounce againſt it. As a ſerious attention to 
theſe momentous truths muſt produce abhorrence of it in 
general; ſo muſt the attentive be thereby led to abhor it 
in the higheſt degree, when it beareth the aggravation of 
a violated oath. In the violated oath, God is daringly 
called to be a witneſs of known falſhood, or intended 
fraud; and the parties, ſo abuſing the ſacred act, do, in 
effect, defy his vengeance ; and deliberately conſent, that 
it ſhould deſcend, with all its tremendous weight, upon 
their guilty heads. A procedure this, of which even hea- 
thens have expreſſed the utmoſt horror; and pointed it 
out, as terminating in the moſt woful miſery, allotted to 


it 
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it, in their infernal regions. F ar, then, from Chriſtians 
ſhould it be; as reflecting the greateſt diſhonor on the 
Chriſtian . z and even arguing that groſs ſtupidity, 
or inſenſibility of conſcience, which are extremely re- 
proachful to reaſonable creatures. one; 1 


And, intirely averſe, lndend, from this flagrant aggra- 
vation of unfaithfulneſs, and from the exerciſe of it in 
every reſpect, will be the minds of thoſe, who ſet God al- 
ways before them, and act under a due ſenſe of His per- 
fections; ſeriouſly conſidering, that He now taketh cog- 
nizance of their deeds and deſigns; will hereafter bring 
them into the cleareſt light; preciſely determin their qua- 
lity in the day of judgment; and aſſign them the recom- 
pence, which, in the deciſions of unerring wiſdom, ns 
ſhall appear to have deſerved. HE ee" ee 


If we allow this conſideration to have its proper influ- 
ence, it will not only effectually forbid departures from 
truth and fidelity ; not only preſerve a punctual and con- 
ſcientious regard to every lawful ingagement; but even 
create a delightful hope, that, when we ſhall have been 
finally acknowledged by our Lord, in the moſt honorable 
character of His faithful ſervants, we ſhall alſo, as ſuch, 
be advanced to the moſt happy condition, 1 in conſequence: 
of a direction to enter into His jc. 
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